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Decision

The decision of the Federal Highway Administration in cooperation with the Montana
Department of Transportation is to select Alternative A(COMBO) for the
reconstruction of US Highway 93 between Milepost 104.3 and Milepost 133.0.
Alternative A(COMBO) consists of:

 From Milepost 104.3 to Rocky Cliff Road, a four-lane facility with a depressed
median (rural section).

+ From Rocky Cliff Road to Cemetery Road, a five-lane facility (rural section).
» From Cemetery Road to Airport Road, a five-lane facility (urban section).

» From Airport Road to Ninth Street, a four-lane facility (urban section).
 From Grandview Drive to Reserve Drive, a five-lane facility (urban section).
» From Reserve Drive to Milepost 117, a five-lane facility (rural section).

¢ From Milepost 117 to Timber Lane a four-lane facility with a depressed
median (rural section).

+ From Timber Lane to MT 40, a five-lane facility (rural section).
« From MT 40 to the Whitefish River (South), a four-lane facility with a raised
median (when traffic volumes warrant it). If a five-lane facility is built, it will

be wide enough to accommodate a future raised median (urban section).

e From Whitefish River (West) to Karrow Avenue, a three-lane facility (urban
section).

+ From Karrow Avenue to west of Lion Mountain Road, a two-lane facility with
a raised median (urban section).



» From west of Lion Mountain Road to Milepost 130.6, a three-lane facility
(rural section).

« From Milepost 130.6 to 133.0, a two-lane facility (rural section).
The selected alternative also includes:

« Kalispell bypass alternative B, with right-of-way for a four-lane south of US 2
and a four-lane with a median north of US 2.

« Whitefish area alternative C-3, which converts Baker and Spokane to a one-
way couplet, each carrying two through lanes and includes a new bridge over
the Whitefish River for Seventh Street.

The selected alternative also includes a bikepath located as follows:

e From south of MT 82 to Ashley Creek: separated bikepath.

¢ From Ashley Creek to Airport Road: bikepath on shoulder.

e Along Kalispell bypass south of US 2: separated bikepath.

e Along Kalispell bypass north of US 2: separated bikepath (where feasible).

e From Grandview Drive to Reserve Drive: separated bikepath.

e From Reserve Drive to Whitefish River: bikepath on shoulder.

e From Whitefish River (west) to MP 133: separated bikepath (where
feasible).

Other elements of the selected alternative include construction of a scenic turnout
south of MT 82, construction of entry treatments for Kalispell and Whitefish and
construction of three park-n-ride lots.

Alternatives Considered
The alternatives evaluated for the project varied by segment.

For the majority of the corridor, there were three basic build alternatives that were
evaluated in detail. A brief description of these is includéd here:

» A(TURN-LANE) consists of four 3.66-meter (12-foot) through lanes plus a
center left-turn lane. Shoulders of 2.44 meters (8 feet) would be provided in
rural areas and shoulders of 3.05 meters (10 feet) would be provided in urban
areas.



» A(MEDIAN) consists of four 3.66-meter (12-foot) through lanes separated by
either a depressed grassy median or a raised median (in urban areas).
Shoulders of 2.44 meters (8 feet) would be provided in rural areas and
shoulders of 3.05 meters (10 feet) would be provided in urban areas.

« A(COMBO) combines the two basic cross-sections from each of the other two
build alternatives and varies the application of these through the corridor.

A summary by segment of alternatives considered is included here:

Alternatives initially Alternatives Selected
Segment considered: evaluated in detail: Alternative:

Somers to South of | No-Build No-Build A{COMBO)
Kalispell Somers West Loop A{TURN-LANE)

New Corridor A(MEDIAN)

A(TURN-LANE) A(COMBO)

A(MEDIAN)

A{COMBO)

Mass Transit

TDM
Segment in Kalispell | No-Build No-Build US 93 (Alt. A)
area Bypass A US 93 (Alt. A) plus plus B{IMEDIAN)

Bypass B B(TURN-LANE)

Bypass C1 US 93 (Alt. A) plus

Bypass C2 B(MEDIAN)

Bypass D US 93 (Alt. A) only

Bypass F

Bypass B Extended

US 93 improvements only

Mass Transit

TDM
North of Kalispell to | No-Build No-Build A{COMBO)
South of Whitefish Farm-to-Market Road A(TURN-LANE)

KM Road A(MEDIAN)

Whitefish Stage Road A{COMBO)

Newv corridor

A(TURN-LANE)

A(MEDIAN)

A(COMBQ)

Mass Transit

TDM
Segment in No-Build No-Build C(COUPLET-3)
Whitefish Area A(FOUR-LANE) A(FOUR-LANE)

Bypass A C(COUPLET-1)

Bypass B C(COUPLET-2)

Bypass C C(COUPLET-3)

Bypass D C(COUPLET-4)

Bypass E C({OFF-SET)

Couplet (Alt. G)

Mass Transit

TDM




Segment West of
Whitefish

No-Build
A(TURN-LANE)
A(MEDIAN)
Mass Transit
TDM

No-Build
A(TURN-LANE)
A(MEDIAN)
A(COMBOQ)

A(COMBO)

In the Kalispell area, three build alternatives were evaluated in detail. These included:

o Improvements to US 93 through town (Alternative A).

« B(MEDIAN): Construction of a west bypass with a raised median and

improvements to US 93 through town.

o B(TURN-LANE): Construction of a west bypass with a center left-turn lane
and improvements to US 93 through town.

In the Whitefish area, six build alternatives were evaluated in detail. These were:

e A(FOUR-LANE): Improvements to US 93 on Spokane and Second only.

« C(COUPLET-1): One-way traffic on Second/Spokane and Second/Baker

e C(COUPLET-2): One-way traffic on Second/Spokane and Second/Baker;
with new Seventh Street bridge; and construction of Baker Street extension.

« C(COUPLET-3): One-way traffic on Second/Spokane and Second/Baker;

with new Seventh Street bridge.

» C(COUPLET-4): One-way traffic on Second/Spokane and Second/Baker;
with construction of Baker Street extension.

« C(OFF-SET): Two-way traffic on Spokane, Baker and Second; Spokane with
two northbound lanes and one southbound lane; Baker with two southbound
lanes and one northbound lane; and Second with two westbound lanes and
one eastbound lane.

Each of the reasonable alternatives in the EIS were evaluated for the full range of
environmental issues. The primary issues that were important factors in the decision-
making process were:

« Traffic operations, which were a particularly important issue in the Kalispell
and Whitefish areas. The selected alternative in these areas had generally
better traffic operations characteristics than the other build alternatives.

« Traffic safety, which was an issue along certain segments of US 93. The
selected alternative was projected to have improved safety over the No-Build
alternative. No significant differences in overall safety were found between

the A(MEDIAN) and the A(TURN-LANE) alternative.






