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CHAPTER 27.01 

GENERAL PROVISIONS  

 

Sections: 

 

27.01.010 Title  

27.01.020 Severability 

27.01.030 Repealing Clause 

27.01.040 Purpose 

 

27.01.010: Title.  This title and all chapters herein shall be known and cited as the ñCity 

of Kalispell Zoning Ordinanceò in accordance with and exercising the 

authority of the laws of the State of Montana, 76-2-301, M.C.A. 

 

27.01.020: Severability. Where any word, phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, or 

section, or other part of these regulations is held invalid by a court of 

competent jurisdiction, such judgment shall affect only that part held invalid.  

 

27.01.030 Repealing Clause.  Ordinance Number 1460 of the City of Kalispell, 

Montana, and all parts or portions of other ordinances in conflict herewith, are 

hereby repealed. 

 

27.01.040 Purpose. The purpose of this ordinance is to promote the health, safety 

and general welfare of the community; to promote the visual and aesthetic 

objectives of the community; to conserve energy and natural resources; to 

lessen congestion in the streets and to provide adequate accommodations for 

transportation of people and goods; to provide adequate light and air; to 

prevent the overcrowding of land and undue concentration of population; to 

facilitate the provision of transportation, water, sewer, schools, parks, 

stormwater management, other public requirements  and environmental needs; 

to promote orderly development according to the Kalispell Growth Policy and 

other adopted city land use and facilities policies; to secure safety from fire, 

panic, and other dangers; to regulate and restrict the height, number of stories, 

and size of buildings and other structures, the percentage of lot that may be 

occupied, the size of yards and other open spaces, and the location and use of 

buildings, structures and land for trade, industry, residences and/or other 

purposes.  
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CHAPTER 27.02 

ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS  

 

Sections: 

 

27.02.010 Official Zoning Map  

27.02.020 Certificate 

27.02.030 Interpretations of Boundaries 

27.02.040 Interpretation of Uses 

 

27.02.010: Official Zoning Map.  The city is hereby divided into zones or 

districts, as shown on the official zoning map, which, together with all 

explanatory matter thereon, is hereby adopted by reference and declared to be 

a part of this chapter. Within such districts, the city will regulate and restrict 

the creation, construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair, or use of 

buildings, structures, or land. 

 

  For the purpose of this chapter, the city is hereby divided and classified into 

the following use districts: 

 

  (1) R-1: Residential 

  (2) R-2: Residential 

  (3) R-3: Residential 

  (4) R-4: Residential 

  (5) R-5: Residential/Professional Office 

  (6) RA-1: Residential Apartment 

  (7) RA-2: Residential Apartment/Office 

  (8) H-1: Health Care 

  (9) B-1: Neighborhood Business 

  (10) B-2: General Business 

  (11) B-4: Central Business 

  (12) B-5: Industrial Business 

  (13) I-1: Light Industrial 

  (14) I-2: Heavy Industrial 

  (15) P-1: Public 

  (16) PUD: Planned Unit Development Overlays 

 

27.02.020: Certificate. The official zoning map, including any changes made pursuant 

to this ordinance, shall be maintained by and available in the office of the 

Zoning Administrator. The official zoning map shall be the final authority as 

to the current zoning status of land and water area, buildings and other 

structures in the city. 

 

27.02.030: Interpretations of Boundaries. Where uncertainty exists as to the 

boundaries of districts as shown on the official zoning map, the boundaries 

shall be interpreted as following the nearest logical line to that shown: 
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(1) Boundaries indicated as approximately following the centerline of 

streets, highways, or alleys shall be construed to follow such 

centerlines; 

 

(2) Boundaries indicated as approximately following platted lot lines shall 

be construed as following such lot lines; 

 

(3) Boundaries indicated as approximately following city limits shall be 

construed as following such city limits; 

 

(4) Boundaries indicated as approximately following railroad lines shall 

be construed as following such railroad lines; 

 

(5) Boundaries indicated as approximately following the centerline of 

streams, rivers, canals, or ditches shall be construed as following such 

centerlines; 

 

(6) Boundaries indicated as parallel to or extensions of features indicated 

on the official zoning map shall be determined by the scale on the 

map; 

 

(7) Where physical or cultural features existing on the ground are at 

variance with those shown on the official zoning map or where other 

circumstances or controversy arise over district boundaries, the Zoning 

Administrator shall interpret the district boundary; and 

  

(8) Where property abuts an unzoned public or private right-of-way, the 

zoning designation of the property adjoining the right-of-way shall be 

deemed to extend to the centerline of the right-of-way, or, if the 

property on the opposite side of the right-of-way is not within the city 

limits, the zoning designation shall extend to the opposite side of the 

right-of-way. 

 

27.02.040: Interpretation of Uses. If questions arise concerning the appropriate 

classification of a particular use, or if the specific use is not listed, the Zoning 

Administrator shall determine the appropriate classification for that use. In 

interpreting use classification, the Zoning Administrator shall determine the 

listed, use, if any, which is so like the requested use in purpose, function, 

character, and effect as to be substantially similar to said listed use. Neither 

the intent of this ordinance nor the intent of the district will be abrogated by 

such classification. 
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CHAPTER 27.03 

APPLICATION OF DISTRICT REGULATIONS  

 

Sections: 

 

27.03.010 Application of District Regulations 

 

27.03.010: Application of District Regulations. Except as otherwise provided 

herein, the regulations set by this chapter and Chapters 27.04 through 27.19 

shall be the minimum regulations and all regulations as categorized shall 

apply uniformly to each class or kind of structure or land and particularly: 

 

(1) No building, structure or land shall hereafter be used or occupied, and 

no building, structure, or part thereof shall hereafter be erected, 

constructed, reconstructed, moved, or structurally altered unless it is in 

conformity with all of the regulations herein specified for the district 

in which it is located and a building permit, if necessary, has been 

issued.  

 

(2) No part of any yard, or other open space, or off-street parking or 

loading space required about or in connection with any building for the 

purpose of complying with this ordinance shall be included as part of a 

yard, open space, or off-street parking or loading space similarly 

required for any other building except as otherwise provided for shared 

parking as set forth by Section 27.24.040(3)(a). 

 

(3) No yard or lot existing at the time of adoption of this ordinance shall 

be reduced in dimension or area below the minimum requirements set 

forth herein. Yards or lots created after the effective date of this 

ordinance shall meet at least the minimum requirements established by 

this ordinance.  

 

(4) The Kalispell City Council shall determine the appropriate zoning for 

any and all areas to be annexed to the city but shall request a 

recommendation from the Kalispell City Planning Board and Zoning 

Commission. The adopted Kalispell Growth Policy and relevant legal 

precedent shall be the primary considerations in the selection of an 

appropriate zoning classification. When such zoning of annexed 

territory is to be effective at the time of such annexation, the Planning 

Board shall have held a public hearing in order that the City Council 

may determine the proper zoning. 

 

(5) The following shall be an exception to the required lot areas as set out 

in Chapters 27.04 through 27.19: 
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 (a) Lots which are non-conforming in respect to lot area 

 requirements. 

 

(b) Sublots are not subject to the area, yard, or other dimensional 

requirements of this ordinance, but the parent tract shall be 

subject to the property development standards of each zoning 

district and the density requirements set forth in this ordinance. 

 

(6) Any building permit or other authorization issued, granted or approved 

in violation of the provisions of this ordinance shall be null and void 

and of no effect without the necessity of any proceedings for a 

revocation or nullification thereof. Any work undertaken or use 

established pursuant to any void building permit or other authorization 

shall be unlawful and no action may be taken by any officer or any 

employee of the city purporting to validate any such violation. 

 

(7) Multiple contiguous lots held in common ownership may obtain a 

written zoning lot determination by the Zoning Administrator. The 

purpose of the zoning lot determination is to recognize the exterior 

boundaries of the combined lots as a single tract of land for zoning 

purposes, including the application of the area, dimensional, and 

setback requirements of the zoning ordinance. Any modification of the 

interior lot lines pursuant to a boundary line adjustment, amended plat 

or other instrument, other than the elimination of the interior lot lines, 

shall void the written zoning lot determination. 
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CHAPTER 27.04 

R-1 RESIDENTIAL  

 

Sections: 

 

27.04.010 Intent  

27.04.020 Permitted Uses 

27.04.030 Uses Which May Be Permitted By a Conditional Use Permit 

27.04.040 Property Development Standards 

 

27.04.010: Intent.   A transitional district intended to provide for estate-type residential 

development and for the performance of limited agricultural activities. This 

district would normally be located in transitional areas on the fringes of the 

city and serve as a buffer between urban and rural/agricultural uses.  Lots 

within this zoning district may have city municipal water and/or sewer.  This 

zoning district would typically be found in areas designated as suburban 

residential on the Kalispell Growth Policy Future Land Use Map. 

 

27.04.020: Permitted Uses. 
 

(1) Agricultural and horticultural uses 

(2) Day care ï home (12 or fewer) 

(3) Dwelling - single family 

(4) Home occupations (refer to Section 27.20.060) 

(5) Parks 

(6) Safe houses and domestic violence shelters 

 

27.04.030: Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit. 

 

(1) Bed and breakfast 

(2) Cemeteries, mausoleums and columbariums 

(3) Church 

(4) Day care ï center (13 or more)     

(5) Golf courses 

(6) Greenhouses, nursery, landscaping materials 

(7) Group home - 8 or fewer 

(8) Police and fire stations 

(9) Monument manufacture and sales 

(10) Residential care home or facility 

(11) Schools - K-12 

              - colleges and universities    

(12) Shooting and archery - indoor 

                                        - outdoor (archery only) 

(13) Utilities (primary distribution site) 

 

  



   R-1 Residential - 11 

 

27.04.040: Property Development Standards. 

(1) Minimum Lot Area (sq ft): 20,000  

(2) Minimum Lot Width (ft):  100 

(3) Minimum Setbacks (ft): 

Front Yard - 20 

Side Yard - 20 

Rear Yard - 20 

Side Corner - 20 

Attached Garage (Front/Side Corner)  - 25 

Accessory Structures ï See Section 27.20.020 

(4) Maximum Building Height (ft):  35 

(5) Permitted Lot Coverage (%): 35 

(6) Off-Street Parking (refer to Chapter 27.24) 

(7) Fences (refer to Section 27.20.040) 

    Maximum Height (ft): 

Front  - 4 

Rear   - 6.5 

Side  - 6.5 

Side Corner - 6.5 

(8) Signs (refer to Chapter 27.22) 
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CHAPTER 27.05 

R-2 RESIDENTIAL  

 

Sections: 

 

27.05.010 Intent  

27.05.020 Permitted Uses  

27.05.030 Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit  

27.05.040 Property Development Standards  

 

27.05.010: Intent.   A district intended to provide adequate lot areas for lower density 

residential development; should have good thoroughfare access, and be in 

proximity to community and neighborhood facilities, i.e., schools, parks, 

shopping areas, etc. This development will normally require all public 

utilities. This zoning district would typically be found in areas designated as 

suburban residential on the Kalispell Growth Policy Future Land Use Map. 

 

27.05.020: Permitted Uses. 

 

(1) Day care ï home (12 or fewer) 

(2) Dwelling - single family 

(3) Home occupations (refer to Section 27.20.060)  

(4) Parks 

(5) Safe houses and domestic violence shelters  

 

27.05.030: Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit. 

 

(1) Bed and breakfast 

(2) Church 

(3) Day care ï center (13 or more) 

(4) Dwelling - townhouse (2 attached units) 

    - townhouse (3 or more attached units) 

(5) Golf courses 

(6) Group home - 8 or fewer 

(7) Police and fire stations 

(8) Residential care home or facility 

(9) Schools ï K-12 

                   - colleges and universities 

(10) Utilities (primary distribution site) 

 

27.05.040: Property Development Standards. 
 

(1) Minimum Lot Area (sq ft):  10,000  

(2) Minimum Lot Width (ft):  70 

(3) Minimum Setbacks (ft): 

Front Yard - 20 
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Side Yard - 10 

Rear Yard - 20 

Side Corner - 20 

Attached Garage (Front/Side Corner)  - 25 

Accessory Structures ï See Section 27.20.020 

(4) Maximum Building Height (ft):  35 

(5) Permitted Lot Coverage:  35 % 

(6) Off-Street Parking (refer to Chapter 27.24) 

(7) Fences (refer to Section 27.20.040) 

Maximum Fence Heights (ft): 

Front Yard - 4 

Side Yard - 6.5 

Rear Yard - 6.5 

Side Corner - 6.5 

(8) Signs (refer to Chapter 27.22) 
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CHAPTER 27.06 

R-3 RESIDENTIAL  

 

Sections:   

 

27.06.010 Intent  

27.06.020 Permitted Uses 

27.06.030 Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit 

27.06.040 Property Development Standards  

 

27.06.010: Intent.   A district intended to provide lot areas for urban residential 

development.  This district should have good thoroughfare access, and be in 

proximity to community and neighborhood facilities, i.e., schools, parks, 

shopping areas, etc. Development within this district must be served by all 

public utilities.  This zoning district would typically be found in areas 

designated as suburban residential or urban residential on the Kalispell 

Growth Policy Future Land Use Map. 

 

27.06.020: Permitted Uses. 
 

(1) Day care - home (12 or fewer)  

(2) Dwelling - single family 

(3) Home Occupations (Refer to Section 27.20.060) 

(4) Parks 

(5) Safe houses and domestic violence shelters 

 

27.06.030: Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit. 
 

(1) Bed and breakfast 

(2) Church 

(3) Day care ï center (13 or more) 

(4) Dwelling - townhouse (2 attached units) 

    - townhouse (3 or more attached units) 

(5) Golf courses 

(6) Group home - 8 or fewer 

(7) Police and fire stations 

(8) Residential care home or facility 

(9) Schools - K-12 

  - colleges and universities 

(10) Utilities (primary distribution site) 

 

27.06.040: Property Development Standards. 

 

(1) Minimum Lot Area (sq ft):  6,000  

(2) Minimum Lot Width (ft):  50 

(3) Minimum Setbacks (ft): 



R-3 Residential - 15 

 

Front Yard - 15 

Side Yard -   5 

Rear Yard - 10 

Side Corner - 15 

Attached Garage (Front/Side Corner)  - 20 

Accessory Structures ï See Section 27.20.020 

(4) Maximum Building Height (ft):  35 

(5) Permitted Lot Coverage (%):  45 

(6) Off-Street Parking (refer to Chapter 27.24) 

(7) Fences (refer to Section 27.20.040) 

Maximum Heights (ft):   

Front  - 4 

Side  - 6.5 

Rear  - 6.5 

Side Corner - 6.5 

(8) Signs (refer to Chapter 27.22) 
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CHAPTER 27.07 

R-4  RESIDENTIAL  

 

Sections: 

 

27.07.010 Intent  

27.07.020 Permitted Uses  

27.07.030 Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit 

27.07.040 Property Development Standards  

 

27.07.010: Intent.   This district is comprised of primarily single-family and duplex 

dwellings.  Development within the district will require all public utilities, and 

all community facilities.  This zoning district would typically be found in 

areas designated as urban residential on the Kalispell Growth Policy Future 

Land Use Map. 

 

27.07.020: Permitted Uses. 
 

(1) Day care - home (12 or fewer) 

(2) Dwelling - single family 

- duplex 

- townhouse (2 attached units) 

(3) Home Occupations (refer to Section 27.20.060) 

(4) Parks 

(5) Safe houses and domestic violence shelters 

 

27.07.030: Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit. 
 

(1) Bed and breakfast 

(2) Church 

(3) Day care - center (13 or more) 

(4) Dwelling - townhouse (3 or more attached units) 

(5) Golf courses 

(6) Group home - 8 or fewer 

(7) Police and fire stations 

(8) Residential care home or facility. 

(9) Schools -  K-12 

  - colleges and universities 

(10) Utilities (primary distribution site) 

 

27.07.040: Property Development Standards. 
 

(1) Minimum Lot Area (sq ft):  6000  

(2) Minimum Lot Width (ft):  50 

(3) Minimum Setbacks (ft): 

Front Yard - 15 
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Side Yard -   5 

Rear Yard - 10 

Side Corner - 15 

Attached Garage (Front/Side Corner)  - 20 

Accessory Structures ï See Section 27.20.020 

(4) Maximum Building Height (ft):  35 

(5) Permitted Lot Coverage (%):  45 

(6) Off-Street Parking (refer to Chapter 27.24) 

(7) Fences (refer to Section 27.20.040) 

Maximum Heights (ft): 

Front   - 4 

Side   - 6.5 

Rear   - 6.5 

Side Corner - 6.5 

(8) Signs (refer to Chapter 27.22) 
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CHAPTER 27.08 

R-5 RESIDENTIAL / PROFESSIONAL OFFICE  

 

Sections: 

 

27.08.010 Intent  

27.08.020 Permitted Uses  

27.08.030 Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit 

27.08.040 Property Development Standards  

 

27.08.010: Intent.   An urban residential district intended to accommodate professional 

offices where it is not deemed desirable to permit a more intensive business 

activity of a retail nature. Such a district should serve as a buffer between 

residential areas and other commercial districts and should be associated with 

arterial or minor arterial streets.  This zoning district would typically be found 

in areas designated as urban mixed use on the Kalispell Growth Policy Future 

Land Use Map. 

 

27.08.020: Permitted Uses. 
 

(1) Church 

(2) Day care ï home (12 or fewer) 

(3) Dwelling - single family 

- duplex 

- townhouse (2 attached units) 

(4) Funeral homes and crematoriums 

(5) Home occupations (refer to Section 27.20.060) 

(6) Office - professional/governmental 

(7) Parks 

(8) Photographic studio (no retail) 

(9) Safe houses and domestic violence shelters 

 

27.08.030: Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit. 
 

(1) Bed and breakfast 

(2) Day care ï center (13 or more) 

(3) Dwelling - townhouse (3 or more attached units) 

(4) Golf courses 

(5) Group home - 8 or fewer 

(6) Police and fire stations 

(7) Residential care home or facility 

(8) Schools - commercial 

(9) Schools - K-12 

  - colleges and universities 

(10) Utilities (primary distribution site) 
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27.08.040: Property Development Standards. 

 

(1) Minimum Lot Area (sq ft):  6,000 

(2) Minimum Lot Width (ft):  50 

(3) Minimum Setbacks (ft): 

Front Yard - 15 

Side Yard -   5 

Rear Yard - 10 

Side Corner - 15 

Attached Garage (Front/Side Corner)  - 20 

Accessory Structures ï See Section 27.20.020 

(4) Maximum Building Height (ft):  35 

(5) Permitted Lot Coverage (%):  50 

(6) Off-Street Parking (refer to Chapter 27.24) 

(7) Fences (refer to Section 27.20.040) 

Maximum Heights (ft): 

Front  - 4 

Side  - 6.5 

Rear  - 6.5 

Side Corner - 6.5 

(8) Signs (refer to Chapter 27.22) 



RA-1 Residential Apartment - 20 

 

CHAPTER 27.09 

RA-1  RESIDENTIAL APARTMENT  

 

Sections: 

 

27.09.010 Intent  

27.09.020 Permitted Uses  

27.09.030 Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit  

27.09.040 Property Development Standards  

 

27.09.010: Intent.   A residential district intended to provide for urban areas for multi-

family use and compatible non-residential uses of medium land use intensity. 

It should be served with all public utilities and be in close proximity to 

municipal services, parks, or shopping districts.  This zoning district would 

typically be found in areas designated as urban residential or high density 

residential on the Kalispell Growth Policy Future Land Use Map. 

 

27.09.020: Permitted Uses. 

 

(1) Church 

(2) Day care ï home (12 or fewer) 

(3) Dwelling - single family 

- duplex 

- townhouse (2 attached units) 

(4) Home occupations (Refer to Section 27.20.060) 

(5) Parks 

(6) Safe houses and domestic violence shelters 

 

27.09.030: Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit. 
 

(1) Bed and breakfast 

(2) Community center 

(3) Day care - center (13 or more) 

(4) Dwelling - townhouse (3 or more attached units) 

    - multi-family 

(5) Golf courses 

(6) Group home - 8 or fewer persons 

        -  9 or more persons 

(7) Police and fire stations 

(8) Residential care home or facility 

(9) Schools -  K-12 

  -  colleges and universities 

  -  commercial 

(10) Util ities (primary distribution site) 
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27.09.040: Property Development Standards. 
(1) Minimum Lot Area (sq ft):  6000 plus 3000 for each additional unit 

beyond duplex. 

(2) Minimum Lot Width (ft):  50 

(3) Minimum Setbacks (ft): 

Front Yard - 15 

Side Yard - 5  

Rear Yard - 10 

Side Corner - 15 

Attached Garage (Front/Side Corner)  - 20 

Accessory Structures ï See Section 27.20.020 

(4) Maximum Building Height (ft):  35 

(5) Permitted Lot Coverage (%):  45 

(6) Off-Street Parking (refer to Chapter 27.24) 

(7) Fences (refer to Section 27.20.040) 

Maximum Heights (ft):  

Front   - 4 

Side  - 6.5 

Rear   - 6.5 

Side Corner - 6.5 

(8) Signs (refer to Chapter 27.22) 
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CHAPTER 27.10 

RA-2 RESIDENTIAL APARTMENT/OFFICE  

 

Sections: 

 

27.10.010 Intent  

27.10.020 Permitted Uses  

27.10.030 Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit  

27.10.040 Property Development Standards  

 

27.10.010: Intent.   A district to provide areas for residential development including 

multi-family housing and compatible non-residential uses of high land use 

intensity.   This district would typically serve as a buffer zone between other 

commercial districts and adjacent residential areas. The location of this district 

depends on proximity to major streets, arterials, and business districts. This 

district shall be located within or adjacent to business corridors, shopping 

islands or the Central Business District.  This zoning district would typically 

be found in areas designated as urban mixed use, high density residential and 

commercial on the Kalispell Growth Policy Future Land Use Map. 

 

27.10.020: Permitted Uses. 
 

(1) Barber and beauty services 

(2) Catering establishments 

(3) Church 

(4) Day care - home (12 or fewer) 

(5) Dwelling - single family 

- duplex 

- townhouse (2 attached units) 

(6) Funeral homes and crematoriums  

(7) Home occupations (refer to Section 27.20.060) 

(8) Laundromats or dry cleaners 

(9) Office - professional/governmental 

(10) Parks 

(11) Safe houses and domestic violence shelters 

 

27.10.030: Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit. 
 

(1) Bed and breakfast 

(2) Banks and financial institutions 

(3) Community center 

(4) Day care - center (13 or more) 

(5) Dwelling - townhouse (3 or more attached units) 

    - multi-family 

(6) Golf courses 

(7) Group home - 8 or fewer persons 
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         - 9 or more persons 

(8) Libraries, museums and similar cultural facilities (Administrative 

CUP) 

(9) Police and fire stations 

(10) Office ï medical with limited overnight stay 

(11) Residential care home or facility 

(12) Schools - K-12 

  - colleges and universities 

  - commercial 

(13) Utilities (primary distribution site) 

 

27.10.040: Property Development Standards. 

 

(1) Minimum Lot Area (sq ft):  6000 plus 1500 for each additional unit 

beyond duplex. 

(2) Minimum Lot Width (ft):  50 

(3) Minimum Setbacks (ft): 

Front Yard - 15 

Side Yard - 5  

Rear Yard - 10 

Side Corner - 15 

Attached Garage (Front/Side Corner)  - 20 

Accessory Structures ï See Section 27.20.020 

(4) Maximum Building Height (ft):  40 

(5) Permitted Lot Coverage (%):  50 

(6) Off-Street Parking (refer to Chapter 27.24) 

(7) Fences (refer to Section 27.20.040) 

Maximum Heights (ft):  

Front  - 4 

Side  - 6.5 

Rear  - 6.5 

Side Corner - 6.5 

(8) Signs (refer to Chapter 27.22) 



H-1 Health Care - 24 

 

CHAPTER 27.11 

H-1 HEALTH CARE  

 

Sections: 

 

27.11.010 Intent  

27.11.020 Permitted Uses  

27.11.030 Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit  

27.11.040 Property Development Standards  

 

27.11.010: Intent .  A zoning district intended to provide hospitals and medical facilities 

and supportive services for the care of the sick, elderly and distraught. This 

zone is not intended to serve the general retail or overnight accommodation 

needs of the general public.  This zoning district would typically be found in 

areas designated as urban mixed use on the Kalispell Growth Policy Future 

Land Use Map. 

 

27.11.020: Permitted Uses. 

 

(1) Automobile parking -  surface 

(2) Barber and beauty services 

(3) Church 

(4) Day care ï home (12 or fewer) 

(5) Dwelling - single family 

- duplex 

- townhouse (2 attached units) 

(6) Funeral homes and crematoriums 

(7) Home occupations (refer to Section 27.20.060) 

(8) Laboratories, tech research, development and testing 

(9) Office - professional/governmental 

- medical with limited overnight stay 

(10) Parks  

(11) Restaurants 

(12) Retail, limited:  

-book stores 

-florist  

-medical supplies and equipment  

-opticians 

-pharmacy 

-similar uses 

(13) Safe houses and domestic violence shelters 

 

27.11.030: Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit. 
 

(1) Airports, heliports, and hangers 

(2) Athletic club 
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(3) Auto parking - structure 

(4) Bed and breakfast 

(5) Campground/RV parks 

(6) Community center 

(7) Day care - center (13 or more) (Administrative CUP) 

(8) Dwelling - townhouse (3 or more attached units) 

    - multi-family 

(9) Group home - 8 or fewer persons 

         - 9 or more persons 

(10) Homeless shelters 

(11) Hospital (including treatment centers and 24 hour care facilities) 

(12) Police and fire stations 

(13) Residential care home or facility 

(14) Schools - K-12 

  - colleges and universities 

  - commercial 

(15) Utilities (primary distribution site) 

 

27.11.040: Property Development Standards. 
 

(1) Minimum Lot Area (sq ft):  7000 + 1,500 for each additional unit 

beyond a duplex. 

(2) Minimum Lot Width (ft):  70 

(3) Minimum Setbacks (ft): 

Front Yard - 15 

Side Yard - 5 

Rear Yard - 10 

Side Corner - 15 

Attached Garage (Front/Side Corner)  - 20 

Accessory Structures ï See Section 27.20.020 

(4) Maximum Building Height (ft) -  40 (60 with Conditional Use Permit) 

   - Hospital - 60  

(5) Permitted Lot Coverage (%):  45 

(6) Off-Street Parking (refer to Chapter 27.24) 

(7) Fences (refer to Section 27.20.040) 

Maximum  Heights (ft): 

Front  - 4 

Side  - 6.5 

Rear  - 6.5 

Side corner - 6.5 

(8) Signs (refer to Chapter 27.22) 
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CHAPTER 27.12 

B-1 NEIGHBORHOOD  BUSINESS 

 

Sections: 

 

27.12.010 Intent  

27.12.020 Permitted Uses  

27.12.030 Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit  

27.12.040 Property Development Standards  

 

27.12.010: Intent.   A business district intended to provide certain commercial and 

professional office uses where such uses are compatible with the adjacent 

residential areas.  This district would typically serve as a buffer between 

residential areas and other commercial districts.  Development scale and 

pedestrian orientation are important elements of this district.  This district is 

also intended to provide goods and services at a neighborhood level.  The 

district is not intended for those businesses that require the outdoor display, 

sale and/or storage of merchandise, outdoor services or operations to 

accommodate large-scale commercial operations.  This zoning district would 

typically be found in areas designated as neighborhood commercial or urban 

mixed use on the Kalispell Growth Policy Future Land Use Map. 

 

27.12.020: Permitted Uses. 
 

(1) Bakery 

(2) Banks and financial institutions 

(3) Barber and beauty services 

(4) Catering establishments 

(5) Churches 

(6) Day care   - home (12 or fewer) 

(7) Dwellings - single family 

      - duplex 

      - townhouse (2 attached units) 

(8) Funeral homes and crematoriums 

(9) Home occupations (refer to Section 27.20.060) 

(10) Laundromats and dry cleaners 

(11) Media (newspaper, radio, TV) 

(12) Offices - professional/governmental 

(13) Pack and ship shops 

(14) Parks 

(15) Photographic studio 

(16) Police and fire stations 

(17) Post office 

(18) Print and copy shops 

(19) Repair shops (clothing, electronics) 

(20) Restaurants (no outdoor intercom; no larger than 4,000 square feet) 
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(21) Retail, limited (retail enterprises no larger than 4,000 sq ft) 

(22) Safe houses and domestic violence shelters 

(23) Schools - commercial 

(24) Veterinary clinic - small animals 

 

27.12.030: Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit. 

 

(1) Auto service station 

(2) Bars, taverns and clubs 

(3) Bed and breakfast 

(4) Community center 

(5) Day care - center (13 or more). 

(6) Dwellings - townhouse (3 or more attached units) 

      - multi-family 

(7) Group home - 8 or fewer persons 

         - 9 or more persons 

(8) Libraries, museums, and similar cultural facilities 

(9) Microbreweries 

(10) Residential care home or facility 

(11) Utilities (primary distribution site) 

 

27.12.040 Property Development Standards. 

 

(1) Minimum Lot Area (sq ft):  7000 

(2) Minimum Lot Width (ft):   70 

(3) Minimum Setbacks (ft): 

Front Yard - 15 

Side Yard - 5 

Rear Yard - 10 

Side Corner - 15 

Attached Garage (Front/Side Corner)  - 20 

Accessory Structures ï See Section 27.20.020 

(4) Maximum Building Height (ft):  35 

(5) Permitted Lot Coverage (%):  50 

(6) Off-Street Parking (refer to Chapter 27.24) 

(7) Fences (refer to Section 27.20.040) 

Maximum Heights (ft): 

Front  -  4 

Side  - 6.5 

Rear  -  6.5 

Side corner - 6.5 

(8) Signs (refer to Chapter 27.22) 
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CHAPTER 27.13 

B-2 GENERAL BUSINESS 

 

Sections: 

 

27.13.010 Intent  

27.13.020 Permitted Uses  

27.13.030 Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit  

27.13.040 Property Development Standards  

 

27.13.010: Int ent.   A district which provides for a variety of sales and service 

establishments to serve both the residents of the area and the traveling public.  

This district depends on the proximity to major streets and arterials and should 

be located in business corridors or in islands.  This zoning district would 

typically be found in areas designated as commercial and urban mixed use on 

the Kalispell Growth Policy Future Land Use Map. 

 

27.13.020: Permitted Uses. 

 

(1) Athletic club 

  (2) Assembly -  light 

(3) Auctions, indoor 

(4) Auto parking - surface 

(5) Auto (RV, boats, motorcycles) sales and/or repair 

(6) Auto rental, limo, shuttle (taxi) services 

(7) Auto service station 

(8) Bakery 

(9) Banks and financial institutions 

(10) Barber and beauty services 

(11) Bed and breakfast 

(12) Bus station 

(13) Car wash, auto detailing shop 

(14) Catering establishments 

(15) Church 

(16) Community center 

(17) Day care - home (12 or fewer) 

   - center (13 or more) 

(18) Dwelling - single family 

    - duplex 

    - townhouse (2 attached units) 

  (19) Food bank 

  (20) Funeral homes and crematoriums 

  (21) Greenhouses, nursery centers and landscaping materials 

  (22) Home occupations (refer to Section 27.20.060) 

  (23) Hotel, motel 

  (24) HVAC/electrical/plumbing, sales/service 
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  (25) Janitor services 

  (26) Laboratories, tech research, development and testing 

  (27) Laundromats or dry cleaners 

  (28) Libraries, museums and similar cultural facilities 

  (29) Lumber/building material sales (with outdoor display/storage) 

  (30) Media (newspaper, radio, TV) 

  (31) Media, towers and facilities (accessory) 

  (32) Microbreweries 

  (33) Office - professional/governmental 

   - medical (with limited overnight stay) 

  (34) Pack and ship shops 

  (35) Parks  

  (36) Photographic studio  

  (37) Police and fire stations 

  (38) Print and copy shops 

  (39) Post office 

  (40) Recreation area, indoor 

  (41) Rental service stores and yards 

  (42) Repair shops - appliance 

                        - clothing/electronics 

  (43) Restaurants 

  (44) Retail business 

  (45) Safe houses and domestic violence shelters 

  (46) Schools -  commercial  

  (47) Small engine sales, service and repair 

  (48) Tattoo parlor 

  (49) Theaters  

  (50) Veterinary clinic - small animals 

 

27.13.030: Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit. 

 

(1) Assembly halls/stadiums/convention hall facilities (includes public fair 

grounds, auditoriums, and racetracks) 

(2) Auto or vehicle body shops 

(3) Auto parking - structure 

(4) Bars, taverns, and clubs (Administrative CUP) 

(5) Campground/RV Park 

(6) Casino (refer to Section 27.34.040) 

(7) Contractorôs storage yard 

(8) Dwellings - multi-family 

      - townhouse (3 or more attached units) 

(9) Group home - 8 or fewer persons  

         - 9 or more persons 

(10) Homeless shelters 

(11) Mini-storage/recreational vehicle storage (Administrative CUP) 

(12) Recreation area, outdoor 
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(13) Residential care home or facility 

(14) Shooting/archery - indoor (Administrative CUP) 

(15) Utilities (primary distribution site) 

 

27.13.040: Property Development Standards. 
 

(1) Minimum Lot Area (sq ft):  7000  

(2) Minimum Lot Width (ft):  70 

(3) Minimum Setbacks (ft): 

Front Yard - 15 

Side Yard -   5 

Rear Yard - 10 

Side Corner - 15 

Attached Garage (Front/Side Corner)  - 20 

Accessory Structures ï See Section 27.20.020 

(4) Maximum Building Height (ft):  40 (60 with Conditional Use Permit) 

(5) Permitted Lot Coverage (%):  N/A 

(6) Off-Street Parking (refer to Chapter 27.24) 

(7) Fences (refer to Section 27.20.040) 

Maximum Heights (ft): 

Front  - 4 

Side  - 6.5 

Rear  - 6.5 

Side corner  - 6.5 

(8) Signs (refer to Chapter 27.22)
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CHAPTER 27.14 

B-4 CENTRAL BUSINESS 

 

Sections: 

 

27.14.010 Intent  

27.14.020 Permitted Uses  

27.14.030 Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit  

27.14.040 Property Development Standards  

 

27.14.010: Intent.   A business district intended to set apart that portion of the city which 

forms the center for financial, commercial, governmental, professional and 

cultural activities. This district is not intended for general application 

throughout the planning area. This zoning district would typically be found in 

areas designated as commercial on the Kalispell Growth Policy Future Land 

Use Map. 

 

27.14.020: Permitted Uses. 

 

(1) Athletic club 

(2) Auto parking - surface 

(3) Bed and breakfast 

(4) Bakery 

(5) Banks and financial institutions 

(6) Barber and beauty services 

(7) Bus station 

(8) Car wash, auto detailing shop 

(9) Catering establishments 

(10) Church 

(11) Community center 

(12) Day care - home (12 or fewer) 

   - center (13 or more) 

(13) Dwellings - single family 

      -  duplex 

      - townhouse (2 attached units) 

      - multi-family (multi-family dwellings on the second or 

higher floor are permitted) 

(14) Food bank 

(15) Funeral homes and crematoriums 

  (16) Home occupations (refer to Section 27.20.060) 

(17) Hotel, motel 

(18) Police and fire stations 

(19) Libraries, museums and similar cultural facilities 

(20) Laundromats or dry cleaners 

(21) Media (newspaper, radio, TV) 

(22) Media, towers and facilities (accessory) 
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(23) Microbreweries 

(24) Office - professional/governmental 

             - medical with limited overnight stay 

(25) Parks  

(26) Pack and ship shops 

(27) Photographic studio 

(28) Post office  

(29) Print and copy shops 

(30) Recreation area, indoor 

(31) Repair shops (clothing, electronics) 

(32) Restaurants 

(33) Retail business  

(34) Schools, commercial  

(35) Safe houses and domestic violence shelters 

(36) Tattoo parlors 

(37) Theaters 

(38) Veterinary clinic - small animals 

 

27.14.030: Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit. 
 

(1) Assembly halls/stadiums/convention hall facilities (includes public fair 

grounds, auditoriums, and racetracks) 

(2) Auto (RV, boat, motorcycle) sales and/or repair 

(3) Auto parking - structure 

(4) Auto service station  

(5) Bars, taverns and clubs (Administrative CUP) 

(6) Casino (refer to Section 27.34.040) 

(7) Dwellings - townhouse (3 or more attached units) 

     - multi-family 

(8) Group home - 8 or fewer persons 

         - 9 or more persons 

(9) Residential care home or facility 

(10) Homeless shelters 

(11) Utilities (primary distribution site) 

 

27.14.040: Property Development Standards. 

 

(1) Minimum Lot Area:  N/A 

(2) Minimum Lot Width (ft):  N/A 

(3) Minimum Yards (ft): 

Front Yard - N/A 

Side Yard - N/A 

Side Corner - N/A 

Rear Yard - N/A 

Attached Garage (Front/Side Corner)  - 20 

Accessory Structures ï See Section 27.20.020 
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(4) Maximum Building Height (ft):  40 (unlimited with CUP) 

(5) Permitted Lot Coverage (%):  N/A 

(6) Off-Street Parking (refer to Chapter 27.24) 

(7) Fences (see Section 27.22.040) 

Maximum Fence Heights (ft): 

Front  - 4 

Side  - 6.5 

Rear  - 6.5 

Side corner   - 6.5 

(8) Signs (refer to Chapter 27.22)
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CHAPTER 27.15 

B-5 INDUSTRIAL -BUSINESS 

 

Sections: 

 

27.15.010 Intent  

27.15.020 Permitted Uses  

27.15.030 Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit  

27.15.040 Property Development Standards  

 

27.15.010: Intent.   A zoning district intended primarily to accommodate a variety of 

business, warehouse, and light-industrial uses and incorporating these uses 

into an integrated design for compatibility.  Compatibility issues may be 

addressed through development of an industrial-commercial park 

development or through a planned unit development (PUD) overlay zoning 

district. Such uses would typically not create objectionable characteristics 

(such as dirt, noise, glare, heat, odor, smoke, etc.) which extend beyond lot 

lines. This district should be located near major arterials or rail services. This 

zoning district would typically be found in areas designated as industrial or 

urban mixed use on the Kalispell Growth Policy Future Land Use Map. 

 

27.15.020: Permitted Uses. 

 

(1) Art foundry, metal sculpture, molding and casting 

(2) Assembly - light 

(3) Athletic club 

(4) Auctions, indoor 

(5) Auto parking -  surface 

(6) Auto (RV, boats, motorcycles) sales and/or repair 

(7) Auto rental, limo, shuttle (taxi) services 

(8) Auto or vehicle body shops 

(9) Auto service station 

(10) Bakery 

(11) Banks and financial institutions 

(12) Bars, taverns and clubs 

(13) Barber and beauty services 

(14) Bus station 

(15) Car wash, auto detailing shop 

(16) Catering establishments 

(17) Church 

(18) Contractor's storage yards 

(19) Community center 

(20) Farm machinery assembly, repair and sales 

(21) Fertilizer, bulk sales 

(22) Film production studios 

(23) Food bank 
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(24) Food processing - light 

(25) Funeral homes and crematoriums 

(26) Glazier 

(27) Greenhouse, nursery centers and landscaping materials 

(28) Heavy equipment, sales and service 

(29) Hotel, motel 

  (30) HVAC/electrical/plumbing, sales/service 

(31) Janitor services 

(32) Laboratories, tech research, development and testing 

(33) Laundromats or dry cleaners 

(34) Laundries/dry cleaning plants 

(35) Libraries, museums, and similar cultural facilities 

(36) Lumber/building material sales (with outdoor display/storage) 

(37) Manufacturing ï light (no smoke, fumes, odor, dust) 

(38) Media (newspaper, radio, TV) 

(39) Media, towers and facilities (accessory) 

(40) Microbreweries 

(41) Monument manufacture and sale 

(42) Office - professional/governmental 

- medical with limited overnight stay 

(43) Pack and ship shops 

(44) Print and copy shops 

(45) Parks  

(46) Photographic studios  

(47) Police and fire stations 

(48) Post office 

(49) Recreation area, indoor 

(50) Rental service stores and yards 

(51) Repair shops - appliance 

          - clothing/electronics 

(52) Restaurants 

(53) Retail business 

(54) Safe houses and domestic violence shelters 

(55) Schools - commercial 

(56) Shooting/archery - indoor 

(57) Small engine sales, service and repair 

(58) Tattoo parlors 

(59) Taxidermy facilities 

(60) Technology ï research, design, engineering and telecommunication 

facilities 

(61) Truck and trailer rental 

(62) Truck terminal 

(63) Theaters 

(64) Veterinary clinic - small animals 

    - large animals 

(65) Warehousing and distribution 
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(66) Woodworking shops, mill work 

 

27.15.030: Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit. 
 

(1) Assembly halls/stadiums/convention hall facilities (includes public fair 

grounds, auditoriums, and racetracks) 

(2) Casino (refer to Section 27.34.040) 

(3) Feed/seed/ processing/cleaning 

(4) Fuel oil/gas/petroleum products, bulk storage/sale 

(5) Grain elevators 

(6) Homeless shelter 

(7) Kennels, animal shelters (Administrative CUP) 

(8) Mini storage/recreational vehicle storage (Administrative CUP) 

(9) Pre-release centers 

(10) Recreation area, outdoor 

(11) Recycling center 

(12) Shooting/archery ranges ï outdoor (archery only) 

(13) Telecommunication towers, cellular communication towers (including 

radio, TV, internet, phone and cable providers) 

(14) Utility storage yards and associated offices 

(15) Utilities (primary distribution site) 

 

27.15.040: Property Development Standards. 

 

(1) Minimum Lot Area (sq ft):  7000 

(2) Minimum Lot Width (ft):  70 

(3) Minimum Setbacks (ft): 

Front Yard - 20 

Side Yard - 5 

Rear Yard - 10 

Side Corner - 15 

Attached Garage (Front/Side Corner)  - 20 

Accessory Structures ï See Section 27.20.020 

(4) Maximum Building Height (ft):  40 (60 with Conditional Use Permit) 

(5) Permitted Lot Coverage (%):  N/A 

(6) Off-Street Parking (refer to Chapter 27.24) 

(7) Fences (refer to Section 27.20.040) 

Maximum Heights (ft): 

Front  - 4 

Side  - 6.5 

Rear  - 6.5 

Side corner   - 6.5 

(8) Signs (refer to Chapter 27.22) 
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CHAPTER 27.16 

I -1 LIGHT INDUSTRIAL  

 

Sections: 

 

27.16.010 Intent  

27.16.020 Permitted Uses  

27.16.030 Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit  

27.16.040 Property Development Standards  

 

27.16.010: Intent.   An industrial district intended to provide areas for light industrial, 

research and technology uses in a campus setting.  The uses would typically 

not create objectionable characteristics (such as dirt, noise, glare, heat, odor, 

smoke, etc.), which extend beyond the lot lines. This zoning district would 

typically be restricted to areas designated as industrial on the Kalispell 

Growth Policy Future Land Use Map. 

 

27.16.020: Permitted Uses. 

 

(1) Auctions, indoor  

(2) Aircraft maintenance/repair 

(3) Art foundry, metal sculpture, molding and casting 

(4) Assembly - light 

(5) Auto (RV, boats, motorcycles) sales and/or repair 

(6) Auto parking -  surface 

(7) Auto or vehicle body shops 

(8) Auto service station  

(9) Auto rental, limo, shuttle (taxi) services 

(10) Bakery 

(11) Bus station 

(12) Car wash, auto detailing shop 

(13) Catering establishments 

(14) Contractor's storage yards 

(15) Farm machinery assembly, repair and sales 

(16) Feed/seed/processing/cleaning 

(17) Fertilizer, bulk sales 

(18) Film production studios 

(19) Food bank 

(20) Food processing - light 

(21) Greenhouses, nursery centers, landscaping materials 

(22) Glazier 

(23) Heavy equipment sales and service 

  (24) HVAC/electrical/plumbing, sales/service 

(25) Janitor services 

(26) Laboratories, tech research, development and testing 

(27) Laundromats or dry cleaners 
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(28) Laundries/dry cleaning plants 

(29) Lumber/building material sales with outdoor display/storage 

(30) Manufactured home sales lot 

(31) Manufacturing ï light (no smoke, fumes, odor, dust) 

(32) Media (newspaper, radio, TV) 

(33) Media, towers and facilities (accessory) 

(34) Microbreweries 

(35) Monument manufacture and sales 

(36) Office ï professional/governmental 

(37) Pack and ship shops 

(38) Parks 

(39) Print and copy shops 

(40) Police and fire stations 

(41) Recreation area, indoor 

(42) Rental service stores and yards 

(43) Repair shops - appliance 

          - clothing/electronics 

(44) Recycling center 

(45) Retail, limited (showrooms only)  

(46) Safe houses and domestic violence shelters 

(47) Schools - commercial 

(48) Shooting/archery -  indoor 

(49) Small engine sales, service and repair 

(50) Taxidermy facilities 

(51) Technology ï research, design, engineering and telecommunication 

facilities 

(52) Truck and trailer rental 

(53) Truck terminal 

(54) Utility storage yards and associated offices 

(55) Veterinary clinic - large animal 

                -  small animal 

(56) Warehousing and distribution 

(57) Woodworking shops, mill work 

 

27.16.030: Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit. 
 

(1) Assembly halls/stadiums/convention hall facilities (includes public fair 

grounds, auditoriums, and racetracks) 

(2) Auction yards, livestock 

(3) Auto wrecking/salvage yards 

(4) Energy production 

(5) Forest products and manufacturing 

(6) Fuel oil/gas/petroleum products, bulk storage/sale 

(7) Grain elevators 

(8) Kennels, animal shelters (Administrative CUP) 

(9) Mini-storage/recreational vehicle storage (Administrative CUP) 
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(10) Pre-release centers 

(11) Recreation area, outdoor 

(12) Scrap processing yard (recycle/metal yard) 

(13) Shooting/archery ï outdoor (archery only) 

(14) Sexually oriented business 

(15)  Telecommunication towers and cellular communication towers 

(including radio, TV, internet, phone and cable providers) 

(16) Utilities (primary distribution site) 

 

27.16.040: Property Development Standards. 

 

(1) Minimum Lot Area (ft):  7000  

(2) Minimum Lot Width (ft):  70 

(3) Minimum Setbacks (ft): 

Front Yard - 20 

Side Yard - 10 

Rear Yard - 10 

Side Corner - 20 

Accessory Structures - See Section 27.20.020 

(4) Maximum Building Height (ft):  40 (60 with Conditional Use Permit) 

(5) Permitted Lot Coverage (%):  N/A 

(6) Off-Street Parking (refer to Chapter 27.24) 

(7) Fences (refer to Section 27.20.040) 

Maximum Heights (ft): 

Front  - 4 

Side  - 8* 

Rear  - 8* 

Side corner - 8* 

*Option to increase side, rear and side corner fence heights by 

2 feet with barbed wire 

(8) Signs (refer to Chapter 27.22) 
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CHAPTER 27.17 

I -2 HEAVY INDUSTRIAL  

 

Sections: 

 

27.17.010 Intent  

27.17.020 Permitted Uses  

27.17.030 Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit  

27.17.040 Property Development Standards  

 

27.17.010: Intent.   An industrial district intended to provide areas for heavy industrial 

uses to accommodate heavy manufacturing, processing, fabrication and 

assembling of products or materials. It is also intended that the encroachment 

of non-industrial uses within the district be prevented. This zoning district 

would typically be restricted to areas designated as industrial on the Kalispell 

Growth Policy Future Land Use Map. 

 

27.17.020: Permitted Uses. 

 

(1) Auctions, indoor 

(2) Auto (RV, boats, motorcycles) sales and/or repair 

(3) Auto rental, limo, shuttle (taxi) services 

(4) Auto or vehicle body shops 

(5) Auto parking - surface 

(6) Aircraft maintenance/repair 

(7) Art foundry, metal sculpture, molding and casting 

(8) Assembly - heavy 

     - light 

(9) Auto service station 

(10) Bakery 

(11) Bus station 

(12) Car wash, auto detailing shop 

(13) Catering establishments 

(14) Contractor's storage yards 

(15) Energy production 

(16) Farm machinery assembly, repair and sales 

(17) Feed/seed/processing/cleaning 

(18) Fertilizer, bulk sales 

(19) Food processing -  heavy 

    - light 

(20) Forest products and manufacturing 

(21) Foundry and metal fabrication plants 

(22) Glazier 

(23) Heavy equipment sales/service 

  (24) HVAC/electrical/plumbing, sales/service 

(25) Janitor services 
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(26) Laboratories, tech research, development and testing 

(27) Laundromats or dry cleaners 

(28) Laundries and dry cleaning plants 

(29) Manufacturing - light (no smoke, fumes, odor, dust) 

(30) Monument manufacture and sales 

(31) Microbreweries 

(32) Office - professional/governmental 

(33) Pack and ship shops 

(34) Police and fire stations 

(35) Print and copy shops 

(36) Recycling center 

(37) Rental service stores and yards 

(38) Repair shops - appliance 

(39) Retail, limited (showrooms only) 

(40) Parks  

(41) Safe houses and domestic violence shelters 

(42) Schools - commercial 

(43) Shooting/archery - indoor 

(44) Small engine sales, service and repair 

(45) Taxidermy facilities 

(46) Truck terminal 

(47) Truck and trailer rental 

(48) Utility storage yards and associated offices 

(49) Veterinary clinic - large animals 

    - small animals 

(50) Warehousing and distribution 

(51) Woodworking shops, mill work 

 

27.17.030: Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit. 
 

(1) Asphalt batch plants 

(2) Assembly halls/stadiums/convention hall facilities (includes public fair 

grounds, auditoriums, and racetracks) 

(3) Auction yards, livestock 

(4) Auto wrecking/salvage yards  

(5) Extractive industries 

(6) Fuel oil/gas/petroleum products, bulk storage/sale 

(7) Grain elevators 

(8) Kennels, animal shelters (Administrative CUP) 

(9) Landfills 

(10) Manufacturing -  heavy 

(11) Mini-storage/recreational vehicle storage (Administrative CUP) 

(12) Pre-release centers 

(13) Recreation area, outdoor 

(14) Scrap processing yard (recycle/metal yard) 

(15) Sexually oriented business 



I-2 Heavy Industrial - 42 

 

 

(16) Shooting/archery ranges - outdoor (archery only) 

(17) Telecommunication towers and cellular communication towers 

(including radio, TV, internet, phone and cable providers)  

(18) Utilities (primary distribution site) 

 

27.17.040: Property Development Standards. 

 

(1) Minimum Lot Area (sq ft):   7000 

(2) Minimum Lot Width (ft):   70 

(3) Minimum Setbacks (ft): 

Front Yard - 40 

Side Yard - 20 

Rear Yard - 40 

Side Corner - 40 

Accessory Structures - See Section 27.20.020 

(4) Maximum Building Height (ft):  40 (60 with Conditional Use Permit) 

(5) Permitted Lot Coverage (%):  N/A 

(6) Off-Street Parking (refer to Chapter 27.24)   

(7) Fences (refer to Section 27.20.040) 

Maximum  Heights (ft): 

Front  - 4 

Side  - 8* 

Rear  - 8* 

Side Corner - 8* 

*Option to increase side, rear and side corner fence heights by 

2 feet with barbed wire  

(8) Signs (refer to Chapter 27.22)
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CHAPTER 27.18 

P-1 PUBLIC 

 

Sections:    

 

27.18.010 Intent  

27.18.020 Permitted Uses  

27.18.030 Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit  

27.18.040 Property Development Standards  

 

27.18.010: Intent.   A public district intended to provide and reserve areas for public uses in order to 

preserve and provide adequate land for a variety of community facilities which serve the 

public health, safety and general welfare. Such public uses would include schools, public 

buildings, parks, airports, jails, utilities, etc.  This zoning district would typically be found 

in the public land use designation as shown on the Kalispell Growth Policy Future Land 

Use Map but can be applied to any land use designation. 

 

27.18.020: Permitted Uses. 

 

(1) Aircraft maintenance/repair 

(2) Airports, heliports, and hangers 

(3) Auto parking - surface 

          - structure 

(4) Bus station 

(5) Community center 

(6) Food bank 

(7) Libraries, museums and similar cultural facilities 

(8) Office ï professional/governmental 

(9) Parks  

(10) Police and fire stations 

(11) Post office 

(12) Safe houses and domestic violence shelters 

 

27.18.030: Uses Which May Be Permitted By Conditional Use Permit. 

 

(1) Assembly halls/stadiums/convention hall facilities (includes public fair grounds, 

auditoriums, and racetracks) 

(2) Cemeteries, mausoleums and columbariums 

(3) Energy production 

(4) Golf courses 

(5) Homeless shelters 

(6) Hospital (including treatment centers and 24 hour care facilities) 

(7) Jail facilities 

(8) Landfill 

(9) Monument manufacture and sale 

(10) Pre-release center 
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(11) Recreation area, outdoor 

(12) Schools - K-12 

  - colleges and universities 

(13) Telecommunication towers and cellular communication towers (including radio, 

TV, internet, phone and cable providers) 

(14) Utilities (primary distribution site) 

(15) Utility storage yards and associated offices 

 

27.18.040: Property Development Standards. 
 

(1) Minimum Lot Area (sq ft):  7000 

(2) Minimum Lot Width (ft):   70 

(3) Minimum Setbacks (ft): 

Front Yard - 15 

Side Yard -   5 

Side Corner - 10 

Rear Yard - 15 

Attached Garage (Front/Side Corner)  - 20 

Accessory Structures ï See Section 27.20.020 

(4) Maximum Building Height (ft):  40 (60 with Conditional Use Permit) 

(5) Permitted Lot Coverage (%):  45 

(6) Off-Street Parking (refer to Chapter 27.24) 

(7) Fences (refer to Section 27.20.040) 

Maximum Heights (ft):   

Front  - 4 

Side  - 6.5 

Rear  - 6.5  

Side corner - 6.5 

(8) Signs ( refer to Chapter 27.22) 
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CHAPTER 27.19 

PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT (PUD)  

Sections:  

27.19.010 Intent  

27.19.020 General 

27.19.030 Standards for Planned Unit Development District (PUD) 

 

27.19.010: Intent. A planned unit development district shall serve as an overlay zoning district. It 

shall function in concert with one or more of the underlying zones to provide a 

comprehensive, integrated development plan which will serve to modify the underlying 

zone and, where appropriate, subdivision standards with the intent of providing flexibility 

of architectural design and density as well as providing the option to mix land uses and 

densities while preserving and enhancing the integrity and environmental values of a area.  

 

27.19.020: General. The following application and review procedures shall apply to designation and 

approval of all planned unit developments in the city.  

 

(1) In itiation of Application:  The land owner(s) or designee(s) shall schedule a pre-

application meeting with the planning department prior to official submission of a 

PUD application. The PUD application shall be submitted on a form provided by 

the city. Where multiple owners of the property or properties exist, all owners shall 

either sign the application or submit a letter of consent authorizing submission of 

the PUD application. 

 

(2) PUD Application Thresholds: It is anticipated that PUD applications will be 

submitted in one of two forms, a PUD full application meeting all the requirements 

of this section and a PUD Placeholder application which serves as a place marker 

for a future PUD application. Within any PUD application it is possible to 

incorporate one or both of the categories listed below: 

 

(a) PUD Full Application ï This application will be processed in accordance 

with the full provision of this chapter and will require the submission of all 

application materials required in Section (3) PUD Application Materials 

below. 

 

(b) PUD Placeholder Application ï This submittal typically is involved with 

annexation and initial zoning or a rezoning in which the applicant requests a 

PUD designation noting the applicantôs intent to develop a PUD and enter 

into a development agreement with the city, binding the property to a future 

PUD application but not providing any application materials or 

development plan nor receiving any entitlements other than a commitment 

between the city and the applicant that if development is to proceed it will 

be done via the PUD process. Prior to development of the PUD the 

applicant would proceed using the full PUD application process.  
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(3) PUD Application Materials. The full PUD application submittal shall contain the 

following information in the form of an overall PUD development plan and 

supporting text: 

 

(a)  A listing of each deviation or class of deviation from the underlying zoning 

district and a justification of the appropriateness for the deviation; 

 

(b) A listing of each deviation or class of deviation from the city subdivision 

regulations design standards and a justification of the appropriateness for 

the deviation; 

 

(c) An existing topo map showing existing building and features and a 

proposed topo map showing proposed topography using one to five foot 

intervals drawn to a scale not less than one inch equals 200 feet showing all 

proposed streets, lots, buildings, open space, wetlands, floodplain, 

environmental hazards, storm water facilities and other elements basic to 

the development; 

 

(d) Proposed locations, areas, densities and types of residential and 

nonresidential uses and structures within the area proposed to be developed 

and maximum height of buildings or structure; 

 

(e) Proposed plans for handling: 

 

1. Vehicular traffic; 

2. Pedestrian traffic routes & trails including safe routes to school; 

3. Sewage disposal; conceptual storm water drainage and water supply; 

4. Parks and open space; 

5. Parking; 

6. Prominent landscaping, buffering, site perimeter and entrance 

treatment features; 

7. Club houses, sales offices; 

8. Retaining wall work in excess of 3 feet in height; 

9. Common fencing designs and locations where proposed; 

10. Commercial, directional and entrance signage; 

11. Street lighting and parking lot lighting where applicable; 

12. Any other pertinent site development features.  

 

(f) Elevation drawings which demonstrate visually the general architectural 

features of each proposed building or architecturally distinct group or type 

of buildings and the site perimeter treatment. Note ï This may be waived by 

the Zoning Administrator on a case specific situation for uses listed below 

which may include but  are not limited to: 

 

1. Single family detached housing when the lots equal or exceed the 

minimum lot size of the underlying zone; and 
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2. Two unit townhouse or duplex development which is alley loaded 

and the lots equal or exceed the minimum lot size of the underlying 

zone. 

 

(g) The PUD plan shall show the boundary lines of adjacent subdivided or un-

subdivided land and the existing zoning of the area proposed for the PUD 

overlay;  

 

(h) A timeline expressing the order in which the development shall occur and 

estimated time for completing key components or phases; 

 

(i) Adequate provision for a homeowners association or other public or private 

management organization to provide for the operation and maintenance of 

all private (non-governmental) common facilities including any private 

streets or alley ways, homeowners parks, club houses, sales offices, open 

space, trails, recreational facilities and amenities, shared parking facilities, 

private lighting systems, subdivision entrance signage and common mail 

receptacles;  

 

(j) Adequate provisions shall be made for maintenance of all public common 

facilities (e.g. a trail or park) which are developed on public land, but 

intended to be maintained by a private organization or homeowners 

association; 

 

(k) Where a PUD also involves a subdivision of land, it shall also meet the 

application requirements of the Kalispell Subdivision Regulations and the 

Montana Subdivision and Platting Act at the time the preliminary plat is 

submitted; 

 

(l) For multi-phase projects to be developed over a long period of time or 

where project components are proposed which may not be built for many 

years; 

 

1. The first phase of development must comply with the full 

application process outlined above. 

 

2. Each phase of a multi-phase PUD must be able to be free standing. 

 

3. Each phase of a PUD shall not exceed the density provisions of the 

underlying zone as limited by the PUD. Where a phase is proposed 

that complies with the overall PUD plan but the actual density of the 

particular phase may exceed the average density allowed by the 

underlying zone and PUD agreement, the applicant shall either 

provide the necessary corresponding open space or park facilities or 

suitably bond for them for development in a latter phase. 
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4.  Future phase or major development components may show 

conceptual street designs, proposed park and open space areas, trail 

concepts, proposed residential density, housing types (single family, 

townhouse, apartment, etc.) and commercial areas versus detailed 

lot, block, street and park development and building designs. Based 

on a finding and associated conditions placed on the PUD at time of 

approval, the applicant may be required to provide more specific 

information prior to development of succeeding phases based on one 

of the following processes: (Note: The planning staff, Planning 

Board or council, at their discretion, may also request additional or 

more complete information relative to the future phases or 

components prior to recommending or granting initial PUD 

approval).  

 

a. A finding that the outstanding items are significant and 

therefore future phases or components should follow the full 

PUD application process; 

 

b. A finding that the outstanding items are generally minor and 

therefore future phases or components should be reviewed 

under the conditional use permit process; or  

 

c.  A finding that the outstanding issues are insignificant and 

therefore future phases or components should be subject to 

administrative review by the Kalispell Site Review 

Committee; or 

 

d.  A combination of the above provisions. 

 

(m) Any other information, plans and details which the city staff, Planning 

Board and/or City Council may request to fully evaluate the development 

proposal and its impacts. 

 

(4)  Review of Application: Upon submission of the application the Zoning 

Commission shall review such application based on the following: 

 

  (a) The compliance of the proposed PUD with the city growth policy and in 

particular the density and use policies of the plan; 

 

    (b) The extent to which the PUD departs from the underlying zoning and the 

reasons why such departures are or are not deemed to be in the public 

interest, and the mitigating conditions that the PUD provides to address the 

deviations; 

 

  (c)   The extent to which the PUD departs from the subdivision regulations (if 

subdivision is anticipated) and the public works standards for design and 
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construction applicable to the subject property, the reasons why such 

departures are deemed to be in the public interest, and the mitigating 

conditions that the PUD provides to address the deviations;  

 

  (d) The overall internal integrity of the PUD including the appropriate use of 

internal design elements, the use of buffers between different land uses, the 

use of transitions between uses of greater and lesser intensity, the use of 

enhanced design features to provide connectedness for both vehicle and 

pedestrian traffic throughout the PUD and the use of innovative and 

traditional design to foster more livable neighborhoods; 

 

  (e) The nature and extent of the public parks and common open space in the 

PUD, the reliability of the proposal for maintenance and conservation of 

these areas and the adequacy or inadequacy of the amount and function of 

the parks and open space in terms of the land use, densities and dwelling 

types proposed in the PUD; 

 

  (f) The manner in which the PUD plan makes adequate provision for public 

services, provides adequate control over vehicular traffic and furthers the 

amenities of recreation and visual enjoyment; 

 

  (g) The relationship, beneficial or adverse, of the PUD plan upon the 

neighborhood in which it is proposed to be established in concert with the 

underlying zone; 

 

  (h) In the case of a plan which proposes development over a period of years, 

the sufficiency of the terms and conditions proposed to protect and maintain 

the integrity of the PUD; and 

 

  (i) Conformity with all applicable provisions of this chapter. 

 

 

 (5)  Action by the Zoning Commission. 

 

(a) The Zoning Commission shall hold at least one work session on a proposed 

PUD plan prior to any public hearing. The work session is intended for 

information purposes only to inform both the public and the commission 

about the various aspects of the project. It is not intended to be a public 

hearing and the commission shall take no formal action on the application. 

As a courtesy, all adjoining property owners shall be invited to at least one 

work session. This invitation may be included within the formal public 

hearing notice or it may be sent separately. 

 

(b) The Zoning Commission shall hold a public hearing on the application 

pursuant to Section 27.28.030. The Zoning Commission shall submit its 

recommendations to the City Council. The Zoning Commission may 
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recommend approval in whole or in part, may recommend modification and 

can impose conditions which will clarify facets of the PUD, implement city 

standards, regulations or policy, or serve to mitigate potential negative 

impacts, or the commission may recommend disapproval. 

 

(6) Action by the City Council.  The City Council shall consider the recommendation 

of the Zoning Commission and may affirm, modify or deny the PUD. If the PUD is 

approved, the applicant shall submit a final PUD in accordance with the conditions 

of approval as adopted by City Council. When the City Council approves the PUD, 

the area of land involved shall be re-designated as a PUD district by ordinance 

which shall incorporate the final PUD including any conditions or restrictions that 

may be imposed by the City Council and shall constitute the zoning for the district.  

 

(7) Preparation and Filing of Final PUD. Upon approval of the preliminary PUD by 

the City Council, the property owner(s) shall proceed with the preparation of the 

final PUD plan: 

 

(a) The final PUD plan shall incorporate all the conditions imposed by the City 

Council at the time of approval of the preliminary plan; 

 

(b) The applicant shall submit three signed copies of the PUD, final plan and 

related documents to the planning department. Upon approval by the 

Zoning Administrator, one signed copy of the plan shall be returned to the 

applicant, a signed copy shall be retained on file in the city clerkôs office 

and one signed copy shall be kept on file with the planning department;  

 

(c)  Upon receipt of the final PUD plan and related documents by the planning 

department, the city attorney shall prepare a PUD agreement between the 

city and the developer(s) binding the developer, his successors, heirs and 

assigns to the terms and conditions of the PUD; 

 

(d) The final PUD shall be submitted to the planning department in a timely 

fashion following approval by the City Council but in no case shall a final 

plat or building permit be issued until the final PUD plan has been 

submitted and approved and the PUD agreement has been executed; 

 

(e) Where there is a question concerning compliance with a condition of the 

PUD, by either the applicant or planning staff, the issue will be forwarded 

to the next available Kalispell Site Review Committee meeting. If the issue 

cannot be satisfactorily resolved it shall be forwarded to City Council; and 

 

(f) Prior to the approval of a final plat or where a subdivision is not involved 

prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy or commencement of a use 

approved by a PUD, when specific aspects of the PUD are not yet 

completed that are pertinent to the phase or use, the City Council shall 

require bonding or any other appropriate collateral to ensure that all 
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required public improvements or conditions of approval specifically 

required to be in place prior to final plat, occupancy or commencement of 

use as appropriate shall be satisfactorily completed in accordance to the 

approved plans, specifications and time schedule.  

 

(8) Limitation on Rezoning. The Zoning Commission shall not initiate any 

amendment to the PUD before the completion of the development as long as 

development is in conformity with the approved detailed PUD and proceeding in 

accordance with the time requirements imposed therein by the completion 

schedule.  

 

(9)  Amending an Approved Final PUD.  

 

(a) Once approved, a PUD may be amended by the developer(s). Proposed 

amendments shall be submitted to the Kalispell Site Review Committee. 

The committee shall make one of the following findings: 

 

1. The change(s) is deemed minor in scope and may be granted or 

denied with or without conditions by the Kalispell Site Review 

Committee; or  

 

2.  The change(s) is deemed major, in which case the amendment(s) is 

forwarded to the City Council for consideration and final action.  

 

 Note: Any action of the Kalispell Site Review Committee is 

appealable to the City Council.  

 

(b) Individual property owners within the PUD may bring forth amendments, 

which shall be processed as an amendment to the official zoning map in 

accordance with Chapter 27.29.  

 

(10)  Abandonment or Expiration.  

 

The Zoning Administrator shall monitor the PUD for compliance with the 

completion schedule set forth in the approved development plan and to assure that 

all improvements have been made in accordance with the approved development 

plan. The following procedures are to be following when the PUD fails to comply 

with the completion schedule:  

 

(a) PUDôs or portions thereof which do not involve or require a subdivision: 

 

1.  If a PUD project falls out of compliance with its approved 

completion schedule, notice of noncompliance with the completion 

schedule shall be delivered in writing to the landowner and/or 

developer; 
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2.  No later than 30 days after the notice of noncompliance is delivered 

the landowner and/or developer may request from the City Council 

an extension of time. Said request shall set forth a proposed 

completion schedule and/or new timetable for installation of the 

improvements. The City Council may grant one or more 

extension(s) but each extension is a matter of grace which, if 

approved, may be subject to additional conditions imposed by the 

City Council which may be deemed necessary to address issues that 

have arisen due to the lapse in time; 

 

3.  Abandonment shall be deemed by the City Council to have occurred 

when the landowner/developer is deemed to be out of compliance 

with the approved completion schedule and has failed to secure an 

extension as provided for in (2) above; 

 

4.  Upon the abandonment of a development authorized under this 

section the City Council shall direct the Zoning Administrator to do 

the following; 

 

a. If a portion of the PUD  site was developed in accordance 

with the PUD, the PUD shall stay in force for that portion 

already developed; and 

 

b.  For that portion of the PUD which was not developed under 

the terms of the PUD, the provisions of the PUD shall lapse 

and the site shall revert back to a PUD Placeholder 

designation as provided for in Section 27.19.020(2)(b). 

 

(b) PUDôs which are implemented by or subject to a subdivision application the 

developer has the option to request the PUD approval coincide with the 

preliminary plat approval and any phasing thereof or the PUD approval may 

exceed the time frame approvals of the underlying preliminary plat. In this 

case the developer shall provide reasons the PUD approval should extend 

beyond any preliminary plat approvals for the Planning Board and City 

Council to consider:  

 

1.  If the PUD approval coincides with the underlying preliminary plat 

and the preliminary plat lapses, the PUD conditions of approval for 

that area shall lapse. 

 

a. In such case the city shall notify the property owner of the 

lapse of the preliminary plat and associated PUD conditions 

of approval; 

b. The Zoning Administrator shall modify the PUD designation 

on the official zoning maintaining the underlying zoning 
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classification but classifying the property as a PUD 

Placeholder as provided for in Section 27.19.020(2)(b).  

 

2.  If the PUD approval extends beyond the underlying preliminary plat 

approval, the developer shall request extensions of the PUD on a 

yearly basis after expiration of the underlying preliminary plat.   

 

a. At least 30 days prior to the expiration of the PUD approval 

the landowner and/or developer may request from the City 

Council an additional one year extension. Said request shall 

set forth a revised completion schedule and/or new timetable 

for installation of the improvements and completion of the 

project. The City Council may grant one or more extensions 

but each extension is a matter of grace which, if approved, 

may be subject to additional conditions imposed by the City 

Council which may be deemed necessary to address issues 

that have arisen due to the lapse in time; 

 

b. If the PUD project fails to secure an extension or falls out of 

compliance with its approved completion schedule provided 

for in 2.a. above, the project will be considered abandoned. 

 

c. Upon the abandonment of a development authorized under 

this section, the City Council shall direct the Zoning 

Administrator to do the following: 

 

I. If a portion of the PUD site was developed in 

accordance with the PUD, the PUD shall stay in force 

for that portion already developed; 

 

II. For that portion of the PUD which was not developed 

under the terms of the PUD, the provisions of the 

PUD shall lapse and the site shall revert back to a 

PUD Placeholder designation as provided for in 

27.19.020(2)(b).  

 

27.19.030: Standards for Planned Unit Development District (PUD). 

 

  (1)   General Standards. 

 

  (a)  Developable area of a PUD shall be defined as all land that could 

potentially be available for development including land in existing or 

potential lots, streets, open space and parks. Undevelopable area is defined 

as land within un-buildable areas including land in a 100 year floodplain, 

BPA power line easements, federally designated wetlands, and slopes in 
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excess of 30% unless satisfactory geotechnical information is submitted by 

a licensed engineer.  

(b)  Both the permitted and conditionally permitted uses of the underlying zone 

shall be deemed to be eligible for inclusion as permitted uses in a PUD 

however not all such uses may be deemed appropriate within the overall 

design of a particular PUD and may be limited or modified by the PUD 

plan.  

 

(2)  Establishment of PUD Districts.  

 

  (a) Residential PUD District. 

 

  1. Minimum size is two acres including both developable and 

undevelopable area. For PUDôs less than 2 acres in size, a PUD 

application may be submitted; however, such site will not be eligible 

for a density bonus as provided for in table 1 below.  

 

  2. A residential PUD district may be established in areas zoned R-1 

through R-5, RA-1, RA-2 and the H-1. 

 

 3. Housing types within a residential PUD may include single family, 

duplex and multi-family housing arranged in attached, detached, 

townhouse, apartment or condominium configurations. 

 

4. Residential dwelling unit density: Within a proposed residential 

PUD district residential densities are set forth below: 

 

Table 1 

PUD Density Allocation 

Underlying Residential 

District 

Max # Dwelling 

Units/Developable 

Acre 

R-1 District 1 dwelling unit 

R-2 District 3 dwelling units 

R-3 District 4 dwelling units 

R-4 District 7 dwelling units 

R-5 District 10 dwelling units 

RA-1 District 10 dwelling units 

RA-2 District 20 dwelling units 

H-1 District 20 dwelling units 

  

a.  Table 1 provides for the maximum # of dwelling units per 

developable acre. Developable acres are based on land in 

developable area and exclude undevelopable land as defined 

in 27.19.030(1)(a) above;  
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b. PUDôs are not entitled automatically to the maximum 

density allowed in Table 1 above. Density shall be 

established based upon: 

 

I. An analysis of the environmental factors affecting the 

land; 

 

II. Compatibility with surrounding land uses and impact 

on  adjacent neighborhood; 

 

  III.  Availability of public infrastructure and services; and 

 

IV.  Consistency with the Kalispell Growth Policy. 

 

c. Residential density bonuses: The maximum PUD residential 

density provided for in Table 1 may be increased in the 

following situations: 

 

I. Up to a 20% increase in residential units for projects 

which exceed the minimum park and open space 

requirements as follows: 

 

i. A 5% increase in density for each 10% 

increase over and above the minimum 

required developed park lands.  

 

ii.  A 5% increase in density for each 10% 

increase of open space over and above the 

minimum park land requirement. 

 

iii.  Up to a 20% bonus density (at a rate of two 

additional housing units for each affordable 

unit created) for projects which advance long 

term work force housing opportunities (rental 

or owner occupied housing available to 

people earning up to 80% of median income). 

For lots/units to be eligible they must be 

associated with such organizations as Habitat 

For Humanity, a local housing authority, a 

single or multi-county housing assistance 

organization or an incorporated land trust.  

 

 5.  Commercial uses and their associated parking may be allowed in a 

residential PUD district, provided:  
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 a. Lots devoted to commercial uses and their associated 

parking shall not occupy more than 10% of the developable 

land area of the PUD district; 

 

 b. Commercial uses shall be so located, designed and operated 

as to serve primarily the needs of persons within the district 

and secondarily persons residing elsewhere; and 

 

 c. The acreage proposed for commercial use and its parking 

shall be excluded from the gross acreage when computing 

total allowable dwelling units.  

 

  6. Residential park/open space requirements: 

 

 a. The minimum park land required is based on a ratio of .03 

acres per residential unit. Residential units are defined as 

both owner and renter occupied units and includes single 

family and multi-family attached and detached construction 

but specifically excludes licensed retirement, assisted living 

or nursing home units.  

 

 b. Lands considered undevelopable as provided for in 

27.19.030 (1)(a) shall not be considered as meeting the 

minimum park land and open space requirements. 

 

 c. The applicant shall submit a plan for development of each of 

the park areas. The approved plans shall be fully 

implemented by the applicant. 

 

 d. In addition to developed park lands, the PUD shall 

incorporate open space features, where and when appropriate 

to enhance the overall development, to serve as a necessary 

noise or visual barrier or to protect sensitive areas such as 

stream setbacks, floodplains, areas of steep slopes or other 

fragile areas. 

 

 e. The first 20 feet of width of a required pedestrian trail 

system (trail and associated easement) shall be considered a 

transportation facility and shall not be counted towards any 

open space of park land requirement.  

  

 (2) Commercial PUD District. 

  

   (a) Minimum size is two acres of developable area. 
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(b) A commercial PUD district may be established in areas zoned B-1 through 

B-5, P-1 and H-1.  

  

  (3)  Industrial PUD District.   

 

   (a) Minimum size is two acres of developable area. 

 

 (b) An industrial PUD district may be established in areas zoned I-1, I-2, P-1 

and B-5. 

 

 (4)   Residential Mixed Use PUD.  

 

   (a) The minimum size is 5 acres of developable area. 

  

 (b) A residential mixed use PUD may be established in areas zoned R-1 

through R-5, RA-1, RA-2, B-1, P-1 and H-1. 

 

   (c) The predominant land use character of the PUD must be residential; 

commercial uses should primarily be sized and located to address the needs 

of the immediate neighborhood. 

 

  (d) The residential uses and densities appropriate to a mixed use PUD are the 

same as those permitted in a residential PUD. 

 

   (e) Commercial uses appropriate to a mixed use PUD are the same as those 

permitted in a commercial PUD. 

 

  (f)  Incompatible industrial and commercial uses are not permitted. 

 

  (g) The combined area of all commercial/industrial lots cannot exceed 35% of 

the developable area. 

 

 (5) Non-Residential Mixed Use PUD. 

 

 (a)   Minimum size is two acres of developable area. 

 

(b) A non-residential mixed use PUD may be established in any zoning district 

which would allow a commercial or industrial PUD. 

 

(c) Uses allowed under either a commercial or industrial PUD are allowed.  
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CHAPTER 27.20 

SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS  

 

Sections: 

 

27.20.010 Intent  

27.20.020 Accessory Uses 

27.20.030 Exceptions to Height Regulations 

27.20.040 Fences, Walls, and Hedges 

27.20.050 Greenbelts 

27.20.060 Home Occupations 

27.20.070 Lots in Two Zones 

27.20.080 Principal Structures 

27.20.090 Safe Houses and Domestic Violence Shelters 

27.20.100 Side Corner Setback Reduction 

27.20.110 Single Family and Duplex Dwellings ï Design Standards 

27.20.120 Site Plan Review 

27.20.130 Special Events 

27.20.140 Structures To Have Access 

27.20.150 Sublots 

27.20.160 Visibility at Intersections 

 

27.20.010: Intent. The supplementary regulations listed and described herein apply to a specific 

district, to several districts, or to all districts. These regulations pertain to certain specific 

uses, authorize certain exemptions, or relate to unusual conditions. 

 

27.20.020: Accessory Uses. In addition to any permitted or conditionally permitted principal 

uses, accessory uses and structures are permitted as set forth in this section. 

  

 (1) General Provisions. Each permitted accessory use shall: 

 

(a) Be customarily incidental to the principal use established on the same lot; 

 

(b) Be subordinate to and serve such principal use; 

 

(c) Be subordinate in area, extent, and purpose to such principal use; and 

 

(d) Contribute to the comfort, convenience, or necessity of users of such 

principle use. 

 

(2) Standards for accessory uses and structures. The following is a list of 

restrictions on accessory uses and structures: 
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(a) Setbacks. 

 

 Front  Side Rear Side Corner 

Accessory Structures 

(larger than 200 
square feet) in all 

zones except B-4 

See setback 

for principal 
structure 

5 ft 5 ft See setback for 

principal 
structure 

Accessory Structures 
(200 square feet or 

less) in all zones 

except B-4 

See setback 
for principal 

structure 

N/A N/A See setback for 
principal 

structure 

B-4 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

 When a garage or carport is entered from an alley, it shall not be located 

closer than ten feet from the alley right-of-way line. When a garage or 

carport is entered from any other public or private right-of-way, it shall not 

be located closer than twenty feet from the right-of-way line unless a greater 

setback is provided for under the particular zoning district development 

standards. 

 

 (b) In R and RA zones, accessory structures shall not exceed 18 feet in 

 height and are limited to single story construction. Accessory structures in 

other zones shall not exceed the maximum height for principal structures as 

provided under the particular zoning district development standards.  

 

(c) No accessory structure or use shall be constructed or established on any lot 

prior to the time of the substantial completion of the construction of the 

principal structure to which it is accessory. 

 

27.20.030: Exceptions to Height Regulations.  

 

(1) The height limitations contained in any district regulations do not apply to spires, 

belfries, cupolas, chimneys, water tanks, ventilators, elevator housing, grain 

elevators, or other agriculture buildings, telecommunication towers and cellular 

communication towers and facilities, unless otherwise prohibited by Federal 

Aviation Regulations, part 77. 

 

(2) The height of any structure may be limited pursuant to requirements related to a 

conditional use permit. The limitation may be less than otherwise allowed under 

this ordinance. 

 

(3) Additional height may be allowed under a conditional use permit in those zones 

where additional height is provided for under the development standards. 

 

(4) Masts for flagpoles and antennas accessory to an allowed use shall not exceed the 

height limits of the zoning district. 
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(5) Masts for flagpoles must be set back from the property line to prevent the intrusion 

of the extended flag into or over any public right-of-way or adjoining property. 

 

27.20.040: Fences, Walls, Hedges. 

 

(1) Except as otherwise provided by this ordinance, no fence, hedge, or free-standing 

wall shall exceed 48 inches in height anywhere within or bounding the front yard or 

78 inches within the rear, side corner, or side yards when placed within the required 

yard setback areas. Fences, hedges, and walls shall not interfere with clear vision 

triangles. A single archway serving as a pedestrian entrance and being no more than 

nine feet tall, five feet wide and four feet deep, may be attached to a fence in the 

required setback area. 

 

(2) Open wire fences exceeding the above heights may be built around schools, day 

cares, tennis courts, swimming pools, or other public or quasi-public institutions 

when necessary for the safety or restraint of occupants thereof. The acceptable 

height of said fences shall be determined by the Zoning Administrator after giving 

consideration to the character of the neighborhood, available options on-site, and 

purpose of the fence.  

 

(3) Security fences are allowed on side and rear yards up to 8 feet in height when used 

to enclose commercial or industrial storage yards. Barbed wire may be used along 

the upper one-third portion of the fence (up to a total of 2 feet).  Barbed wire is 

not permitted within the front or side corner setback area. 

 

(4) Except where necessary to contain livestock and as otherwise indicated in (3) 

above, no barbed wire or other sharp fencing materials and no electrically charged 

fences shall be erected or maintained in any district created by this code. When 

electrically charged fences are used, such fence shall be posted with warning signs 

at intervals not to exceed 150 feet where such fences are adjacent to public rights-

of-way or other zoning districts. 

 

27.20.050: Greenbelts. 

 

(1) All sites in a ñBò or ñIò classified district having a common boundary with an ñRò, 

ñHò, or ñRAò classified property, shall erect and maintain a view-obscuring fence 

or dense, coniferous hedge along such common boundary. Fences shall not be less 

than six feet in height. Hedges shall be subject to approval by the parks department. 

Any vegetation shall be a minimum of 3 feet in height at planting and obtain a 

height of not less than six feet at maturity. Where the wall of a building, or public 

alley, or public street is on such common boundary, no separate wall, fence or 

hedge need be installed along that portion of the boundary occupied by such 

building, street, or alley. Fences and hedges utilized as greenbelts are subject to the 

height limitations for the district in which they are located.  
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(2) Fences or greenbelts erected as a requirement of this section shall be maintained in 

a neat and orderly manner, and any vegetation shall be healthy and attractive.  

 

27.20.060: Home Occupations. Home occupations are allowed in conjunction with any residential 

use that is a primary residence for the occupant(s) provided that: 

 

(1) The home occupation is clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the property 

as a residence. 

 

(2) Any commodity sold upon the premises must be produced on the premises. This is 

not intended to preclude the occasional home party sales associated with such 

products as Tupperware, Amway and Avon. This would include but not be limited 

to music lessons, educational tutoring, consulting services, personal services and 

photography studios. 

 

(3) Home occupations would not include any type of auto, boat or RV repair, 

maintenance or painting; any type of food preparation for on-site consumption or 

retail sales which include items not produced on-site, or any other use which 

creates traffic uncharacteristic of a residential area or requires outdoor storage of 

materials. 

 

(4) Any disturbance such as noise, vibration, smoke, dust, odor, heat or glare beyond 

the confines of the dwelling unit or accessory building would not be in excess of 

that which would normally be anticipated in a residential area. 

 

(5) There shall be no exterior display, or exterior storage of materials, house calls after 

9:00 p.m. or before 8:00 a.m., or other indication from the exterior that the dwelling 

unit or accessory building is being used in part for any use other than that of a 

dwelling or accessory building for purely residential purposes. 

 

(6) There shall be no employees other than those residing on the premises. 

 

(7) There shall be no pedestrian or vehicular traffic in excess of that which is 

characteristic of a typical neighborhood of its type and shall not exceed more than 

one at a time or eight all day. 

 

(8) A wall sign flush mounted to the building not to exceed six square feet may be 

allowed in association with a home occupation. 

 

27.20.070: Lots in Two Zones. District boundaries shall, except for unique conditions or 

circumstances, take into consideration property boundaries as platted and every effort shall 

be made to not divide a platted lot, parcel or tract of land into two (2) or more use districts. 

If, however, a property is divided into two (2) use districts, the property may be utilized in 

conformance with one zoning district or the other as long as the use is confined to that 

portion of the property for which it is zoned. The remainder of the lot lying within the 

other zoning classification will remain open. This is not meant to preclude the possibility 
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of the owner applying for a zone map amendment or subdivision of the lot to address the 

situation.  

 

27.20.080: Principal Structures.  In any ñBò, ñPò, or ñIò district, more than one structure housing a 

permitted and customary principal use may be erected on a single lot or tract of land, 

provided that yard and other requirements of this code shall be met for each structure as 

though it were on an individual lot. This provision shall not apply to any lot within an ñRò 

district where only one principal structure is permitted. Multiple structures proposed in an 

ñRAò or ñHò district shall be subject to approval as a conditional use.  

 

27.20.090: Safe Houses and Domestic Violence Shelters. Safe houses are not subject to public 

review because of the need for anonymity to protect the victims of domestic violence and 

abuse from their abusers. However, they will be required to be reviewed and approved by 

the Kalispell Site Development Review Committee for compliance with applicable health, 

safety and zoning regulations prior to occupancy. Periodic inspections shall be conducted 

to insure compliance with fire and life safety codes. Any inquiries or issues associated with 

the review process shall be kept strictly confidential to the extent allowed by law in order 

to protect the integrity, intent and operation of the safe house and domestic violence 

shelters. Information acquired as part of the review process will be kept confidential. 

Should issues arise within the neighborhood regarding the operation of the safe house the 

City of Kalispell shall make every reasonable effort to amicably resolve potential conflicts.  

 

27.20.100: Side Corner Setback Reduction.  Notwithstanding any side corner setback otherwise 

required under this ordinance, if the distance between the side setback and side corner 

setback (i.e. the buildable width) on a corner lot is less than 35 feet, development may 

occur within the side corner setback to either a point 35 feet from the side setback or ten 

feet from the side corner property line, whichever generates a lesser encroachment. (See 

Figure 1).   

Figure 1: Side Corner Setback Exception 

  














































































































































































































































































